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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 16723 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MPO NATO NL GW 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED REDUCTIONS IN NETHERLANDS ARMED 
FORCES 

REF: THE HAGUE 5 112 

1. SOURCES IN THE FEDERAL MINISTRYOF DEFENSE (FMOD) 
HAVE TOLD US THAT THEY TOO HAVE HEARD THAT THE 
NETHERLANDS MIGHT WISH TO PURCHASE SECOND HAND 
ATLANTIQUES FROM THE FRG. NO REPEAT NO OFFICIAL 
APPROACH HAS, HOWEVER, THUS FAR BEEN MADE. 
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2. OUR SOURCES INDICATE SOME CONCERN THAT ANY DUTCH 
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PURCHASE OF SECOND-HAND FRG AIRCRAFT COULD COMPLICATE 
THE FRG'S PURCHASE OF THE ATLANTIQUE S SUCCESSOR 
AIRCRAFT, THE S3A. VARIOUS BUNDESTAG COMMITTEES COULD 
BE EXPECTED TO ASK POINTED QUESTIONS WHY THE FRG 
NEEDED AN EXPENSIVE FOLLOW-ON AIRCRAFT WHEN THE 
ATLANTIQUE WAS CONSIDERED BY THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT TO 
BE STILL FIT FOR SERVICE AND EVEN WORTH PURCHASING. 

HILT .F.NBR AND 
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